CioHgFel, monoclinic, Plcl (no. 7), a = 6.3676(2) A, b = 9.8475(4) A, c = 15.2298(6) k,ß = 93.015(2)°, V = 953.7 A 3 , Ζ = 4, RfffF) = 0.018, wR^F 2 ) = 0.038, T= 228 K.
Source of material
Several methods of preparation of iodoferrocene have been described, involving insertion of diazocyclopentadiene into tetracarbonyldiiodoiron [1] , tin-iodine exchange in tributylstannylferrocene [2, 3] , iodination of ferroceneboronic acid [4] , or via chloromercuration of ferrocene [5] . In the present work, direct iodination of lithioferrocene was found to be a most efficient and simple alternative. Thus, LiFc [6] was suspended in THF at -80 °C, a cooled solution of I2 in THF was added, and the mixture was allowed to wann to room temperature. After removal of the solvent, the residue was chromatographed on silica (1:3 EX2O/ hexane). Suitable crystals were obtained by vacuum sublimation (m.p. 46 °C [7] , 4445 °C [3] ).
Discussion
The title compound crystallized with two molecules in the asymmetric unit The Flack parameter χ of this structure was almost the same as that of the inverted structure, therefore the structure was refined as racemic twin with a ratio of 0.39(6)/0.61. A hint for a centre of symmetry was not found, neither by searching a solution in a higher symmetry space group, nor by checking the coordinates with PLATON [8] 
